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THE UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES (CRPD) 

 

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) is a legally binding 

international instrument which sets out the rights of persons with disabilities. It aims to “promote, 

protect and ensure the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by all 

persons with disabilities and to promote respect for their inherent dignity.”  

 

The CRPD was adopted by the UN General Assembly on 13 December 2006 and it entered into force on 

3 May 2008. As of October 2010, it has been ratified by 105 countries (“States”). For a full list of them 

click here http://www.un.org/disabilities/countries.asp?navid=12&pid=166. 

 

General Principles 

 

Article 3 sets out general principles which should guide the implementation of the CRPD. 

 

 respect for inherent dignity, individual autonomy including the freedom to make one’s 

own choices, and independence of persons; 

 non-discrimination; 

 full and effective participation and inclusion in society; 

 respect for difference and acceptance of persons with disabilities as part of human 
diversity and humanity; 

 equality of opportunity; 

 accessibility; 

 equality between men and women; 

 respect for the evolving capacities of children with disabilities and respect for the right 
of children with disabilities to preserve their identities. 

 
CRPD Articles 

 
The CRPD promotes and protects the civil, political, economic, cultural and social rights of persons with 

disabilities.  It encompasses 50 articles which include equality and non-discrimination (Article 5); right to 

life (Article 10); protection in situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies (Article 11); equal 

recognition before the law (Article 12); access to justice (Article 13); right to liberty and security (Article 

14); freedom from torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment (Article 15); 

freedom from exploitation, violence and abuse (Article 16); respect for physical and mental integrity 

(Article 17); freedom of movement and nationality (Article 18); right to live independently and be 

included in the community (Article 19); right to personal mobility (Article 20); freedom of expression and 

opinion and access to information (Article 21); respect for privacy (Article 22); respect for home and the 

family (Article 23); right to education (Article 24); right to health (Article 25); right to habilitation and 

rehabilitation (Article 26); right to work and employment (Article 27); right to an adequate standard of 
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living and social protection (Article 28); right to participate in political and public life (Article 29); and 

right to participate in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport (Article 30). 

 

The CRPD also includes specific obligations to ensure that the rights of women (Article 6) and children 

(Article 7) with disabilities are protected. It also requires States to adopt awareness-raising (Article 8) 

and accessibility (Article 9) measures and to collect statistical and research data (Article 31). The 

importance of international cooperation (Article 32) and national implementation and monitoring 

(Article 33) are also highlighted. 

 
General Obligations of States 

 
Article 4 of the CRPD requires States to promote the full realisation of human rights for all persons 

with disabilities, without discrimination of any kind, by adopting measures to implement the rights 

contained in the CRPD and abolish discrimination against persons with disabilities. States are required 

to protect and promote the rights of persons with disabilities in all policies and programmes; not 

engage in any act or practice that is inconsistent with the CRPD and ensure that the public sector acts 

in conformity with the CRPD; take measures to eliminate discrimination on the basis of disability; 

undertake or promote research and development of new technology  suitable for persons with 

disabilities; provide accessible information about assistance, support services and facilities to persons 

with disabilities; promote training of professionals and staff who work with persons with disabilities; 

and involve persons with disabilities in developing and implementing legislation and policies and in all 

decision making processes related to persons with disabilities. 

 

The CRPD allows for economic, cultural and social rights to be implemented progressively, but requires 

States to take measures to the maximum extent of its available resources. Regardless of the amount of 

resources available, States must never discriminate on any grounds, including disability, must ensure a 

minimum level of economic, social and cultural rights immediately, and must make progressive steps 

towards the realisation of the economic, social and cultural rights outlined in the CRPD. Regression is 

not permitted. 

 

State Reports and the role of the CRPD Committee 

 

Article 34 established a CRPD Committee of independent experts whose role is to consider reports of 

States. Each State is required to submit a comprehensive initial report to the Committee within 2 years 

of ratifying the CRPD, which will include specific information relating to the States’ efforts to implement 

the CRPD. Further reports are required at least every 4 years after the initial report. The Committee 

conduct a preliminary review of the report, prepare a list of issues which the State must respond to, 

then the report and list of issues are considered at a plenary session and finally the Committee make 

concluding observations which point out the positive aspects, the factors impeding implementation of 

the CRPD, the areas of concern and recommendations for future action in each State. 
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Involvement of Disable People’s Organisations (DPOs) in monitoring the CRPD   

 

The CRPD requires the involvement and full participation of civil society in the monitoring process and 

States are required to closely consult with and actively involve DPOs in the implementation of the CRPD. 

When States prepare reports to the Committee, they should consult with DPOs and give them the 

opportunity to submit information, identify areas of concern and make recommendations for future 

action.   

 

It is important to note that the contributions provided by DPOs may or may not be incorporated into the 

State report. As it is the obligation of the State to prepare the report, the report should reflect the point 

of view of the government, and civil society may or may not agree with all the information provided or 

the way in which it is provided.  It is for this reason that DPOs are advised not to sit on drafting 

committees or write the report for the State but rather to advise, inform and consult with the State in 

the preparation of its report.  DPOs should maintain their independence and perform an independent 

monitoring role through the submission of a parallel or “shadow” report once the State report has been 

submitted. 


